
The Ursuline School 

 in GENEVA  
11.11.2012 ð 15.11.2012 



Sunday  
       It WAS and early morning! We met at 3.30 am in Rybnik to catch the 

plane from Katowice at 6.00 am. Just in time for a sunrise up in the air!!! 

We had to change the planes in Frankfurt so  it took us quite a while to 

get to  Geneva. In the afternoon we met our host families and spent 

the rest of the day with them ð getting to know the culture, customs 

and improving our skills in communicating.  



The participants of the camp from Germany, Italy, 

France, The Czech Republic, the UK and Poland  



Monday  

    The Swiss showed us round the school . We were very enthusiastic to see 

the new place. We talked  with the students and we got to know that 

they are of more than 100 hundred nationalities. It is a melting pot!  

 

 



     We were surprised to see the walls covered with different graffiti and 

paintings.  We also took part in two lessons - English and Art. We were 

shocked to learn our principal - Sister Zuzanna was  not allowed to 

enter the classrooms, as the way she is dressed shows her faith.  

 

 



 In the afternoon we went for a walk round the town.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We walked past the bust of Henry 

Dunant (1828 -1910), who was one 

of the founders of the Red Cross.  

 

 



     We visited St  Peter Cathedral (XIIth  century)  which used to be a C atholic 
church but now it belongs to protestants and it is used by local authorities, 
too. We went up the cathedralõs tower. The view was amazing! You can 
see the Geneva Lake and Mont Blanc from here.  



We walked past 

the Opera house , 

too .  

 

 

We saw the City Hall, 

where there arenõt 

any steps  just to have 

enable d  the horses to 

carry their loads up in 

the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



We saw the Reformersô Wall from the XVIth century. It shows the statues of 

the pioneers and defenders of the Protestant Reform.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is the longest wooden bench? Of course, in Geneva!! 

 

 



Tuesday  

      On a Tuesday morning we attended  workshops  about human rights. 
We talked about the childrensõ rights. In international groups we were 
also supposed to talk about the bad language we hear at school. 
Our conclusion was - our school IS exceptional as we donõt hear bad 
words in it. Itõs not like that everywhere, though! We realised that we 
canõt discriminate people from other social groups. Everyone has the 
right to say what he feels .  

 

Å  Then we visited the Organization of United Nations  which  is 
an  international organization  whose stated aims are facilitating 
cooperation in  international law,  international security,  economic 
development,  social progress, human rights, and achievement of  
world peace.  The main seat of UN is located in New York, but offices 
of this intitution work in Geneve, Nairobi and Vienna. The UN has 
has six official  languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish.    

 



              United Nations   



One of the rooms where sessions take place  



Interesting exhibitions   



Our group while voting ;)  



 

The United  

 Nationsõ  

courtyard ð 

unbelievably  

perfect!  

 

  



CERN 
   is  the European Organization for Nuclear 

Research . It is one of the worldõs largest and most 

respected centres for scientific research . Its 

business is fundamental physics, finding out what 

the Universe is made of and how it works.   

 



Large Hadron Collider   
 Most  of  the  activities  at  CERN are  currently  directed  towards  

operating  the  new  Large  Hadron  Collider  (LHC), and  the  
experiments  for  it. The LHC represents  a  large -scale,  worldwide  

scientific  cooperation  project . The LHC tunnel  is located  100 

metres  underground,  in the  region  between  the  Geneva  

International  Airport  and  the  nearby  Jura  mountains . 



 



      In just one second protons travel 11 000 times around 

the 27km ring of the LHC, crossing the border between 

France, Switzerland on each circle.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Wednesday   
 

                           
First we took  part in the workshops organised  by The Red Cross. We had a 

unique opportunity to experience the feelings and responsibilities  of  

prisoners, soldiers, generals  and the Red Cross volunteers.  

We got the 

passports from an 

imaginary country - 

this way we 

became the citizens 

of Haddar.  



- was founded in 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland, by 

Henry Dunant and Gustave Movnier 

 

- is independent and neutral 

 

-protects war victimsô lives and dignity 

 

- 188 nations are recognized as ICRC members 



1st  Stop 
ÅThe woman told us that on every stop we are supposed to play a 

particular role.  
ÅAfter that she shouted ά¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘέΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘΦ  

ÅThe army or something like this appeared. We were totally 
shocked and even scared. There was no way to run out so we 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΧ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 
enemies. 

ÅThey had guns and they asked us to do quite strange things like 
άǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊέ ƻǊ άǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know what would happen next. 

ÅWhile we were prisoners, a woman from the Red Cross told 
some of us to follow her. She asked people about their family or 
if the enemies had hurt them. She tried to help us somehow. We 
ƪƴŜǿΣ ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ safe during the talk with her.   
 





2nd  Stop 

Å Then we had to explain to a border guard that we wanted to enter their country  to 

help victims of  war. We were getting more and more nervous. The guard kept 

asking rude questions and it confused us, in the end it turned out  there was 

something in the box  that we didnõt know about.   

Å It was stressful. Yet, it was a real situation  that the Red Cross volunteers  
experience  while  people in desperate situations are waiting for their help . 

After the shock we were 

still  scared and we 

couldnõt predict what may 

the next task be like.  

It wasnõt simple. We had to 

move a big box to the 

border . There was 

something like an obstacle 

course. It included lines, 

mines (yellow pieces of 

paper) and chairs and 

tables. One person was 

obliged to carry the box 

through the track 

blindfolded and the others 

directed him.  



3rd   Stop 
ÅThe previous tasks 

were tiring for us but 
we were still excited. 

ÅThe third one also 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ 
We had to throw the 
balls ) missiles at 
military objects. The 
main task was to 
decide which groups 
we would shoot 
during the real war.  

Å It made us realize how 
      responsible the 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ Ƨƻō ƛǎΦ  



4 th  Stop 
Å²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

any possibility to get to the classroom for quite a long time so our 
imagination was full of ideas. 

ÅWhile we were standing outside, a woman who looked like a doctor, 
cried for help. We got into and noticed that there were three victims: 
ǘǿƻ ƻŦ αƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΥ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜŜƭŀŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ 
our enemy with a big wound somewhere on his chest. 

ÅWe were to decide who should we help first. It was confusing for some 
ƻŦ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ ƭŀōŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ αƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭέ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ αIŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΣ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΗέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
had to help our enemy first as he needed help immediately, then the 
ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ƘŜǊΦ 

Å It was exciting and it took a lot of our energy. 





Conclusions  

      Luckily, there were people who explained us every task 
after we had done it. We could ask questions. During 
these conversations we learned a lot of things that are 
useful in case of conflicts. 

    We were really glad to 
take part in such 
workshops. We 
enjoyed  them as well 
as talking to the young 
Swiss students who are 
volunteers for the Red 
Cross. We appreciate 
their work! 



Visiting  museums  

    We went to Patek's Museum  which exhibits important 

collections of European horology (watches) and 

enamelling from the 16th to 20th century . Patek was 

a Pole so we were proud!!  

   Later we visited  the Museum of Contemporary Art . There 

were some pieces of furniture, awesome walls and 

great paintings. Not all of us had the same opinion, but 

It was a new experience.  



    It WAS shocking in many ways. As a welcome gift we 

were offered littles stones that we were asked to put 

into our shoes to make us feel the art more!  



The exhibits 

showed us 

round 

deserted 

districts, 

modern 

apartaments 

and many 

moreé 


