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DEMOCRACY
IN THE KINGDOM OF POLAND

e started in XV - XVI century ’ Y [ hers
e the gentry had the right to vote and they could ‘ o

decide about the country. 2 tigs
e the democracy of the nobles was a great =

example of tolerance and equality of rights




THE BEGINNING OF DEMOCRACY

The gentry gathered at regional councils and chose representatives for the
general council — parliament, which was held every two years.




The general councll

/

The Senate The Chamber of Deputies
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® bishops _ ® representatives of
® priests ] the gentry
e laypeople The ng

The general council decided about taxes and bills by majority of votes.




Main features of the gentry Separation of powers:

democracy: e The executive power: The King

e free election e The legislative power: regional

e regional council and general council and general council

council e The judiciary: courts

Gentry’s privileges




Most important privileges of the gentry

Cerekwicko-nieszawski - 1454 (Kazimierz Jagiellonczyk)
Piotrkowski - 1496 (Jan Olbracht)

Milenicki - 1501 (Aleksander Jagiellonczyk)
Constitution Nihli Novi (Nothing New) - 1505 (Aleksander Jagiellonczyk)
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It restricted monarch's rights - The king couldn’t pass a law without
gentry’s permission




Liberum veto- ’| do not allow’

The principle of unanimous consent for every single act passed by the Sejm.

Since all Polish noblemen were equal, each had the right to disagree and

nullify the passed acts. It was a democratic element checking royal power and

went against the European-wide trend of having a strong executive absolute

monarchy. (removedby Constltutlon 3rd May because the gentry were
abusing this rule) " : .




Constitution of 3rd May

was passed on 3rd May 1791 and regulated legal system which needed
serious reforms. It was the first constitution in Europe and second in the world
(after the American one)
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Contemporary Constitution

was passed on 2nd April 1997 and shows that Poland is a parliamentary
republic with tripartite division of power.

e The executive power: President and Council of Ministers
e The legislative power: Sejm and Senat
® The judiciary: courts and tribunals
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President Prime Minister

Andrzej Duda Mateusz Morawiecki




Polish Parliament consists of

SEM
and
SENAT




In the Senate there are 100
Senators who are elected in

universal and direct elections,
by secret ballot.

In the Sejm there are 460
deputies who are elected in
universal, equal, direct and
proportional elections,
conducted by secret ballot.
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